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Diana, Princess of the Amazons, longs to prove herself to her legendary warrior sisters.  But 

when the opportunity finally comes, she throws away her chance at glory and breaks Amazon 

law—risking exile—to save a mere mortal.  Even worse, Alia Keralis is no ordinary girl, and 

with this single brave act, Diana may have doomed the world. 

 

 

BIOGRAPHICAL INFORMATION 

 

Read about author Leigh Bardugo on her webpage:  www.leighbardugo.com/about 

and on Wikipedia:  en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leigh_Bardugo 

 

 

ACTIVITIES 

 

1. Map it. As you read trace the path the group takes through the mountains of Greece on 

their way to Helen’s resting place.  Some of this will be approximate and/or require a 

little extra research on local landmarks. 

 

2. Write and perform a play that ties the book into the current DC Cinematic Universe. 

 

3. Research the various goddesses throughout history.  Start with: Athena, Demeter, Hestia, 

Aphrodite, and Artemis.  Then spread to Nemesis, Oya, Durga, Reyja, Mary, Yael, 

Freyja, The Morrigan and any others. 

 

4. Design a modern take on a mythical monster from ancient Greece.  Create a diagram of 

the monster with each part labeled. 

 

5. Ayia and Jason were able to follow their father’s family tree back to Ancient Greece. 

Have students research their own family trees and any legends or stories associated with 

their family or their place of origin. 

 

6. Alia thought her brother Jason was paranoid because he was prepared for anything, 

including packed escape cars around the city.  Create an escape plan for your family to 

protect them from a variety of dangers, such as: flood, fire, tornado, assassins, and 

zombie apocalypse. 

 

 



VOCABULARY  

 

Cacophonous - involving or producing a harsh, discordant mixture of sounds 

Compatriot - a fellow citizen or national of a country, a friend 

Contagion - a disease spread by close contact. 

Delirious - an acutely disturbed state of mind resulting from illness or intoxication and  

characterized by restlessness, illusions, and incoherence of thought and speech. 

Exhilaration - a feeling of excitement, happiness, or elation 

Hekatombaion - the descendant of Helen of Sparta, AKA the Warbringer 

Indefatigable - persisting tirelessly 

Oracle - a priest or priestess acting as a medium through whom advice or prophecy was sought  

from the gods in classical antiquity. 

Perceptions - the ability to see, hear, or become aware of something through the senses. 

Retribution - punishment inflicted on someone as vengeance for a wrong or criminal act. 

Supplication - the action of asking or begging for something earnestly or humbly. 

 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

 

1. Why does Diana feel like she needs to prove herself to the other Amazons? 

 

2. Why do you think it is so important for the Amazons to remain hidden on their island? 

 

3. What are some examples that would make Alia believe Diana belonged to a cult? 

 

4. When Diana encounters men for the first time on the subway, it doesn’t go well.  What 

happened?  And in her place, what would you do? 

 

5. Jason has many plans in case something goes wrong.  Do you think his precautions are 

warranted or over the top? 

 

6. Several people are out to kill Alia as the warbringer.  If you knew killing an innocent 

person would stop a war, would you do it?  Why or why not? 

 

7. On page 122 Diana says, “It is the way of men to make war.”  Do you think this is a fair 

statement?  Why or why not? 

 

8. How do you think the people following the warbringer know where to go? 

 

9. What would you do if you found out you were a warbringer like Alia? 

 

10. Would you like to live in a world where all of the Greek legends, monsters, and heroes 

are real?  Why or why not? 

 



11. Look back through the book.  What were some moments that foreshadowed the twist at 

Helen’s resting place? 

 

12. What was your favorite part of the book and why? 

 

13. Who was your favorite character and why? 
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INTERNET CONNECTIONS 

 

Author’s Stories Podcast: Interview with Leigh Bardugo 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=FsirkdSZnXk 

 

Encyclopedia Mythica 
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Leigh Bardugo: Author’s Webpage 

www.leighbardugo.com 
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